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sive moments, already run out and exhausted,
and the actual exhaustion of an infinity of future
time from the present moment, are equal con-
tradictions of reason. Somewhere, then, there
must have been a beginning; or a mysterious
transition from Absolute Being, above all tira?,
and Absolute Eternity, out of all succession,
to limited and finite being, existing in suc-
cessive moments, such as was not once,
and began to be. Time and the universe, ifc
would thus appear, are twin-born, and arose
together.

It has been urged, however, that the con*
ception of a real limitation of past time, or of a
real Beginning, is no less hard to accept, and
no loss incredible, than tho opposite view,
and that, in fact, these two contradictories,
though it would seem that one of them must
be true, are alike inconceivable. Thus Sir
W. Hamilton says, fe We are conscious to our-
selves of nothing moro clearly than that it
would bo equally possible to think without
thought, as to construe to tho mind an abso-
lute commencement of time, or an absolute
termination, or a beginning and an end,
beyond which time is non-existent." (Disc,
p. 28.) " Time survives, as the condition
of tho thought itself, in which we annihilate
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